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The great mining booms of Tonopah (1900), Goldfield (1902), and Rhyolite (1904) in the southern

Nevada desert represent the last flowering of the Old West. Of all the towns spawned by the

Rhyolite boom, Beatty is the only one that survived. Situated in the middle of a vast inhospitable

desert, Beatty - a true oasis - had two assets the other boomtowns lacked: plenty of water and

relatively easy accessibility on the route from Las Vegas to Tonopah. This book, illustrated with

many fine historical photos, traces the area's history from prehistoric times to Beatty's present

status as a tourism and mining center. This is the story of a group of colorful and enterprising people

who built and sustained a community on the West's last frontier. This volume is based on published

sources as well as recently collected oral histories of people who have an extensive and intimate

knowledge of the history of Beatty, Nevada.
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The great mining booms of Tonopah (1900), Goldfield (1902), and Rhyolite (1904) in the southern

Nevada desert represent the last flowering of the Old West. Of all the towns spawned by the

Rhyolite boom, Beatty is the only one that survived. Situated in the middle of a vast inhospitable

desert, Beatty - a true oasis - had two assets the other boomtowns lacked: plenty of water and

relatively easy accessibility on the route from Las Vegas to Tonopah. This book, illustrated with

many fine historical photos, traces the area's history from prehistoric times to Beatty's present

status as a tourism and mining center. This is the story of a group of colorful and enterprising people

who built and sustained a community on the West's last frontier. This volume is based on published



sources as well as recently collected oral histories of people who have an extensive and intimate

knowledge of the history of Beatty, Nevada.

When I travel to Death Valley National Park, I stop at Beatty, NV. As you look over the area, it

seems rather a lonely spot, and I ask myself why did they built a town here? Robert McCracken has

done a lot of research in this part of Nevada along US 95 from Tonapah to Pahrump and the

Amargosa Valley. Sometimes considered the last frontier in the lower 48 states. He answers the

question of why, and how this community goes through glory and hardships through the 19th

century and beyond. The photographs, the author illustrates the strength of survival, hardships and

perseverance of the community. It is the only book I know that covers the human history of Beatty

and Mr. McCracken has done a wonderful job. Easy pace reading but full of good historical

information.
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